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August 6, 2007

This week, August 6-10, the American Gaming Association is celebrating the tenth annual Responsible Gaming Education Week.    The AGA is a lobbying and education group comprised of several leading US casinos.  They have been active in the effort to encourage responsible gaming.  Three of  West Virginia’s  racetracks and casinos, in conjunction with the Problem Gamblers Help-Line of West Virginia, are participating this week by displaying materials encouraging patrons to gamble responsibly.    There are nine “Rules for Responsible Gambling”, such as  “Expect to Lose: Odds are You Will”, and “Never Gamble on Credit.”  

This year, the AGA is focusing on efforts to educate gaming employees on the effects of problem gambling.   Locally, the Problem Gamblers Help Network has been providing training to new employees at Tri-State Racetrack for several months.   Steve Burton, Director of the Help-Line, said “Gaming employees are often the first to notice a patron has a gambling problem, so if they are armed with information on how that person can get some help, everyone benefits.  Many callers have told us that they were urged to call the help-line by a gaming employee.”

For more information on the rules of responsible gambling, or to seek help if you or a loved one has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER.    The help-line, funded by the WV Lottery, provides treatment statewide for problem gamblers. 

